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this book examines three interlocking topics that are central to all archaeological and
anthropological inquiry the role of technology in human existence the reproduction of social
traditions the factors that generate cultural diversity and change the overall aim is to outline a
new kind of approach for researching variability and transformation in human material culture and

the main argument is that these technological traditions exhibit heritable continuity they consist
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of information stored in human brains and then passed onto others through social learning

technological traditions can therefore be understood as manifestations of a complex transmission

system and applying this new perspective to human material culture builds on but also largely

transcends much of the earlier work conducted by archaeologists and anthropologists into the

significance function and social meanings associated with tools objects and vernacular

architecture

the eastern subarctic has long been portrayed as a place without history challenging this

perspective history in the making the archaeology of the eastern subarctic charts the complex

and dynamic history of this little known archaeological region of north america along the way

the book explores the social processes through which native peoples made history in the past

and archaeologists and anthropologists later wrote about it as such the book offers both a

critical history and historiography of the eastern subarctic
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